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» dear B rethren, 


thy paſtor, that I ſhould preach his 
Funeral Sermon : and though he might 
eaſily have fixed on a much fitter per- 


ſon for performing that ſervice, yet the 
regard which I had ſor him, founded 


on near twenty years intimate acquain- 


tance, would not permit me, to deny 
his requeſt. The following diſcourſe, 
preached at his interment, was ſtudied, 
and delivered, without the leaſt inten- 


tion of its making a more publick ap- 


pearance : But as you, and others of wy 
friends have deſired me, to publiſh it, I 


judged it my duty to comply with Fans 


and their requeſt, To this, 1 was th 


rather inclined on account of two paſ⸗ ; 
ages 1 in the improvement, relating to 


"he 


T was the deſire of your late wor⸗ 
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the attempt that was made to diſtreſs 
your late paſtor, and divide and ſcatter 
your intereſt : Which paſſages, I ap- 
prehended, might be miſrepreſented. 

A regard for the memory of your in- 
Jured paſtor, and a concern for the 
preſervation of your endangered inte- 
reſt, were my motives for penning, and 
delivering theſe paſſages; and in tran- 
ſcribing them for the preſs, far from 
abridging, I have rather inlarged them. 
It is my earneſt requeſt to this God of 

all grace, that your intereſt may be 

preſerved in union and peace, well 
provided for, and abundantly increaſ- 

ed; and that you and yours may be 
bleſſed with all the bleſſings of the new 
| and well ordered covenant, the initiat- 
ing ſeal of which you received: in your 


infancy, With theſe my. vl wn 


+ am, Brethren, | 


Your fincere F riend, 


and humble e 


Bis nor: Serene, = Joun 1 
Jan. 30, 1770. of 


2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 


[ have fought a g10d be, T have finiſhed my 
courſe, I have kept the faith: drs 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſ= 

neſs, which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall 
give me at that day; and not to me only, out 
unto all them alſo that love his appearing. 


OW excellent and bleſſed a manner 


of cloſing the preſent mortal life, was 
this ! a manner of cloſing it, how worthy of 
an Apoſtle of Jeſus ! and bow happy was the 
man, that could thro' grace, cloſe it ſo nobly 
and well! But this, which was the Apoſtle's, 


was in ſome meaſure too, the glorious attain- 


ment of that dear and faithful ſervant of Chriſt, 
whote mortal remains we are now attending 


to that dreary manſion, * the houſe appoint- 
« ed for all living.” * 


A few days before his death, apprehending 


that the time of his departure was juſt at hand, 
he called his family together, to take his laſt 


and ſolemn farewel of them; and, when he 


had got tenen that moving and painful 
e ſcene, 


Job xxx, 23. 
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[4 ] 
ſcene, he then addreſſed himſelf to a friend 
that ſtood by him, and ſaid, 4 I have fought 
* a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I 


% have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which 


« the Lord the righteous judge will give me 


* at that day; and not to me only, but unto 
e all them allo, that love his appearing.” As 


_ theſe then, were ſome of the laſt words of our 
| deceaſed brother, I have for that reaſon, made 
choice of them, for the ſubject of our medi- 
tation, on the preſent mournful occaſion. 


The perſon who penned theſe words, was 
that truly excellent man, the Apoſtle Paul; 


and he wrote them at the time, when death 


the king of terrors was making a near approach 


toward him, and preſented itſelt to his view, 
in a very terrifying form. Never was any man 


more indebted to the grace of Chriſt, than he 


was; „ for he Was once a blaſphemer, a 
6 pO Word and | injurious ; but he obtained 
* mercy, becauſe he did it ignorantly, in un- 


« belief : and the grace of the Lord Jeſus to- 


„ wards him, was exceeding abundant ;” in- 
aſmuch as he not only called him to be a diſ- 
ciple, but an Apoſtle, and made him the © very | 
* chiefeſt of all the Apoſtles.” * Now, con- 


ſcious how highly he was indebted to this grace 


of Chriſt, he expreſſed his gratitude, for mer- 


cy ſo great and diſtinguiſhing, in a manner 


truly becoming and noble. For no ſooner did 
this grace reach, and change his heart, but, 
_ caſting away with abhorrence the weapons of 


1 „„ Au 


> 1 Tim. i. 14, 14. © 2 Cor xi. c. 
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his ſormer rebellion, he fell ſubmiſſive, at the 


Redeemer's feet, and cried “ Lord what wilt 
« thou have me to do ?*” lifted into his ſervice 
without delay, fought his battles with heroic 


courage, ſpread the triumphs of his goſpel far 


and wide, and continued through a long courſe 
of years, and even to the very laſt, his moſt 
faithful, active, and zealous ſervant. Nor, when 
he came to the cloſe of his days, did he in the 
leaſt repent of what he had done: no; not 
though he was then called, to ſuffer a violent 


death, in the ſervice of that divine maſter, for 
whom he had ſo nobly ſpent his life : on the 


contrary, he then looked back with ſelf-appro- 
bation upon his finiſhed labours and ſufferings, 
and took the greateſt pleaſure in the part, which 
he had been enabled, through grace, to act. 
While he thus looked back with delightful ſa- 

tisfaction, he looked forward with tranſporting 
joy, beholding an uncommonly bright and maſſy 
crown of glory laid up for him, in heaven, and 
in the proſpect of that he triumphed over 
death, with all its attending circumſtances ef 

terror; and this his divine ſatisfaction and joy, 
he here makes known to his beloved Timothy. 

The manner, in which he introduces the im- 


portant relation, is very ſtriking and inſtructive, 


and deſerves on that account our ſpecial notice. 


This Apoſtle, as the chief champion of the Re- 


deemer's cauſe, had long held and well ſup- 


ported the chriſtian ſtandard ; but, foreſecing, 
that he was ſhortly to fall in the field of battle, 
he wanted to commit this ſtandard, into ſome 


„ eminently 
4 Acts ix. 6, 
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eminently faithful hand, which ſhould per- 
form with it, the ſame noble exploits that he 
had atchieved. Not knowing with whom he 


could better intruſt it, he hers delivers it to 


his ſon Timothy, and while he puts it into his 
hand, he addreſſes him in this ſolemn and 
earneſt manner, I charge thee, before God, 


and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge 


ce the quick and the dead, at his appearing, 
« and his kingdom: preach the word; be in- 
& (tant in ſcalon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, re- 


„ buke, exhort, with all long ſuffering and 
« doctrine. Watch thou in all things, en- 
« dure afflictions, do the work of an Evan- 


cc geliſt, make full proof of thy miniſtry. ED 
To inforce theſe ſuitable and important ex- 


hortations, the Apoſtle tells his beloved Ti- 


mothy, that he ed the churches muſt very 
ſoon be deprived of the benefit of his perſonal 
labours, for fays he, „I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my departure is at 
« hand.“ With the ſame view, he reminds 
him of "x example which he had ſet him, 


and repreſents the vaſt ſatisfaction which a 


final review of his paſt conduct now afforded 
him; exprefling himſelf thus, © I have fought _ 
& 4 good fight, I have finiſhed my he 1 


« have kept the faith. And to encourage 
and animate him (ll the more, he cloſes with | 


grace, which amade him in the foturs world, 


and which he was now going to take poſſeſſion 
of in part, exhibiting | this account of it, 


0 Henceforth 


Tim Iv.-1, 2, 3. ver. 6. 


ä FEY — 4 K » (( ́ T —— — — 


EF 
Henceforth there 1s laid up for me a crown 
of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righte- 


* 


c 


5 


„ ous judge ſhall give me at that day; and 


« not to me only, but unto all them alſo that 
« love his appearing.” 


Thus in the immediate view of death, and 


of a violent death, did this chriſtian dere 


ſpeak and act. An exit this how noble and 
glorious ! and how great and happy was the 


man, who, looking from theſe mortal ſhores, 


and launching forth into the vaſt ocean of eter- 


nity, could thus ſet fail for the bliſsful realms _ 
of light and love, with ſuch a ſhout of victo- 


ry and triumph on his lips! When the time 
of my departure is come, may 1 die the 


« death” of this excellent man, * and may 


« my latter end be like his!“ ? 
We ſee then by whom, and with what vicw, 


the words of the text were penned: In which 


there are obſervable, at firſt fight, theſe two 
diſtinct and general branches ; ; 


1. A deſcription of the noble part, which 
9 Apoſtic had been enabled through grace to 
*« he had fought a good fight, "he had 


60 1 his courſe, he had kept the faith. 5 


And, 


. repreſentation . the great and elori- | 


ous reward of grace, which he expected to re- 
ceive beyond death and the grave; “ hence- 


forth there was laid up for him a crown of 
4 righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous 


judge 


5 Num. xxiii. 195 
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« judge was to give him in that day; and 
not to him only, but unto all them alſo, 
Who love his appearing.” - Both theſe bran- 
ches of the text I will attempt to illuſtrate in 
their order, and then cloſe with an improve- 
ment of them, ſuitable to the preſent ſolemnity. 


I begin with conſidering, 


6 WP deſcription which the text gives us, 
of that noble part, which the Apoſtle had been 
enabled, through grace, to act; and this, as 
here pointed out by himſelf, contains in it, 
theſe three diſtin and important particu- 
lars, „“ he had fought a good fight, he had 
« finiſhed his courſe, he had kept the faith.“ 


(L.) The Apoſtle had “ tought a good 


fight.“ The Chriſtian's, and in particular 

the miniſter's life, is here ſet forth under the 
notion of a warfare : And a very juſt repre- 
ſentation of it, this is. Every Chriſtian, and 
eſpecially every miniſter, is a ſoldier of Jeſus 
4 Chriſt.” * He enliſts, and fights under the 
banner of that great Captain of Salvation. 
He proclaims in his name an eternal war, a- 


gainſt the fleſh, the world, and the devil, 


puts on the whole armour of God,” * and, 
with all his might, oppoſes and reſiſts theſe e- 
nemies; labouring in ſpite of them, to promote 
the Redeemer's intereſt, both in his own ſoul, 
and in the world. © Strong in the Lord, and 
* In the Pw of his might,” he ſtands faſt 
"Im -- 


» 2 Tim, i . ?Feb.ii- 10, * Erb. vi. 11, 
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« in the evil day” of temptation, goes on 
« conquering and to conquer,“ and drops 


not his ſacred weapons, till he has gained a 


compleat and final victory. Nor is the 
Chriſtian's and miniſter's life only thus deſcrib- 


ed as a warfare, but it is here further ſtiled, 
by way of diſtinction and eminence, ** the good 


fight, © the fight,” even * that good fight ;” 


ſo the original phraſe * may properly and 
more emphatically be rendered. And with 
the utmoſt propriety, is this fight called © the 
« good fight.” It is a combat moſt noble and 


glorious, an oppoſition hearty and vigorous, 
maintaining the beſt of cauſes, the cauſe of 


God, and Chriſt, and truth, and holineſs, and a 


cauſe that ſhall, without all peradventure, final- 


ly prevail and triumph. Now viewing the 
Chriſtian's and miniſter's life in this juſt light, 


the Apoſtle here cries, * I have fought a good 


«« fight,” that is, I have been by profeſſion 


« a ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, and, through his 
„ grace aſſiſting me, I have acted the part of a 
« good ſoldier. Inſpired with his love, and 


cc 


animated by a hope of his glory, I have en- 


„ countered the fleſh, the world, and the 
devil, and made it my great ſtudy and buſi- 
* neſs to promote his intereſt and kingdom. 


60 


Nor has my labour been in vain. © Strength- 


cs 


t and 
Eph. vi. 1e, 13. * Rev. vi. 2. Tir. 
* Eph, iii. 16. ? 1 Cor. xv. 26. 
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© ened by him with all might in my inward 

man, * I have maintained the ſacred com- 
© bat, gained many ſignal victories, and at laſt 
won the day ; and nothing now remains, to 
be overcome, “ but the lat enemy death, MY 
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ce and over that too I make no doubt of tri- 


% umphing, “through him who has loved me 1.” 
And, how great and bleſſed was the man that 


could make this humble boaſt ! for he is the 


true hero, that heartily engages in this ſpiri- 
tual warfare, and well ſupports and maintains 


it, and he is the nobleſt conqueror that finally 


triumphs 3 in this good fight. But 


(2dly.) The Apoſtle bad alſo now © finiſhed. 


« his courſe.” The Chriſtian's and miniſter's 


life, which in the preceding particular, is re- 
preſented under the notion of a warfare, is here 


compared to a race: A compariſon of it moſt 


proper and pertinent. It is a path marked out 


for us, marked out by the purpoſe and will of 


God, and by the word and example of Jetus ; 
4 path which leads from this, to the world of 


glory ; and in which we are commanded to 
run, with earneſt and perſevering diligence, 


till we reach the end of it. On this race, the A- 


poſtle entered at the time of his happy and 


marvellous converſion, and, having ſet out in 
it, he was exccedingly defirous to finiſh it, and 
finiſh it well ; for though he met with great 
and formidable oppolition in it, in every place, 
and from every quarter, yet, ſays he, in lan- 
guage expreſſive of the divineſt magnanimity, 


none of theſe things move me, neither count 


« I my life dear unto myſelf, fo that I might 


« finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 


c 


A 


* Rom. viii. 37. Adds xx. 24. 


which I have received of the Lord Jeſus, to 
. teftify the N of the | of God!.“ 
=, WORN - 


LES 
With this view, the noble view of finiſhing 
well, he laid aſide every weight,” kept 


looking unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher 


„ of his faith,” and, animated by his engag- 
ing example, and ſtrengthened by his all- ſuffi- 
cient grace, * ran with patience, the race 

« which was ſet before him, and “ forget-. 


<c 


ting thoſe things which were behind, and 
« reaching forth unto thoſe things which 


Were before, preſſed toward the mark, 
« for the prize of the high- calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus*. ” Nor did he only thus with 


4 


* 


diligence and vigour * run the race, which was 
ce ſet before him,“ but, as a happy conſequence 


of that, he here ſays, I have finiſhed it,” 
that is, through the grace given unto me, 


* I have held on in my courſe, perſevered 


GG therein, and have now fully reached its 


* end.” And juſtly might he prohounce 


= this, as he evidently does, with an air of holy 
triumph and joy : for the race which he had 
run was an exceedingly laborious and tireſome 
one; and having held out therein, and finiſh- 


cd it well, he was now going to enter into reſt, 


and reap the happy and glorious fruits of his ac- 
compliſhed labours and ſufferings. Once more, 


(3dly.) The Apoſtle had likewiſe * « kept 
« the faith.“ The word “ faith” is uſed in 
various ſenſes, in the New Teſtament. Some= 


times it ſignifies the goſpel or doctrine of faith, 


in other places, the grace of faith, and at 


other times, the excellent fruits, which a true 


C | A 
; Heb: zl. 1 | * Phil. iii. 13, 14. 
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and living faith will not fail to produce, and 
in particular, that moſt eminent and invalu- 
able fruit of it, fidelity. But, here, in the 
text, we may methinks, very properly under- 
ſtand the term faith, as including all theſe ſe» 
veral ſenſes ; for as the Apoſtle here declares, 
that “ he had kept the faith,” ſo it is certain, 
that he had done this in every reſpect and view. 
«© The goſpel” or doctrine of faith, «© was 
committed to his truſt *,” and he had kept it 
pure and uncorrupt, and diſpenſed it with the 1 
geateſt fidelity; the grace of faith was implanted 
in his heart, and he had diligentlycultivated and 
improved it, and lived in the daily exerciſe of 
it; and as his faith was a living and operative 
ſi principle, he had under its influence, made an 
$ open, honeſt, and zealous profeſſion of the 
if Redeemer's religion, and vigorouſly held faſt 
that profeſſion unto the end. He had faith- 
fully ſerved his God and Saviour, ated a 
faithful part towards the ſouls of men, and 
lived in the conſcientious and perſevering prac- 
fi _ tice of every chriſtian grace and virtue. Thus 
Ml in all thefe, and ſuch-like reſpects, had this 
* great and good man kept the faith,” kept it 
in the midſt of numerous and diſtreſſing temp- 
tations, and while he ſaw many around him, 
«« make ſhipwreck of faith and a good con- 
«« ſcience.” And this his ſtedfaſtneſs in the 
faith, he here now in the cloſe of life, reflects 
upon, with abundant fatisfaQtion ; as indeed, {4 
he well might, it being an attainment which 
greatly redounded to his honour, exceedingly 
2 | 9 95 e | | magnified ; 
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magnified the power of that grace to which he 
| ſtood indebted for it, and was a certain proof 
that he was now going to receive “ the end 
of his faith,” in © the ” compleat and ever- 
laſting *«* falvation of his ſoul *.” 

Upon the whole then, ſuch is, in brief, the 
meaning and import, of the deſcription which 
the text gives us of that noble part, which 


= * had been enabled thro' grace to 


he had fought a good fight, he had 
cc yer his courſe, he had kept the faith.” 
Now all this was divinely excellent, and a 


conduct fo becoming and heroic, that as it 


ſpread an illuſtrious glory around the holy 


man, ſo it proclaimed his ſtate towards God in- 


conceivably happy: for, ſince he had been ſo 
good and faithful a ſervant, it might well be 


preſumed, that he would undoubtedly meet 


with his maſter's moſt hearty approbation, and 
« enter into his joy*.” And this indeed, he him 


ſelf confidently expected, and ee e looked 
forward into the eternal world, on the ſolemn 


brink of which he now ſtood, not only unter- 


: — rified, but with holy tranſport ; which leads 


me to conſider, 


II. The 0 which the text 
gives us, of that great and glorious reward of 
grace, which the Apoſtle expected to receive 


beyond death and the grave, and as here ex- 


preſſed by himſelf, it was this, © there was 


„laid up for him, a crown of righteouſneſs, 


&« which the Lord the righteous. judge ſhould 


C 2 fe give 
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“ give him at that day; and not to him only, 


* but unto all them alſo, that love his appear- 


59 


« ing. In which words are comprehended, 


the ſeveral following particulars ee of our 
{pccial notice. 


(Iſt.) The Apoſtle expected to receive, in 
the world to which he was going, “a crown.“ 
The maſter whom he ſorved; is © the King 


* of Kings and Lord of Lords ; ” Being fo, he 


has many bright and glorious crowns, not on- 


ly * on his head *, but in his hand, and at his 
diſpoſal; and he had faid to him, when he cal- 


led him by his grace, and engaged him in his 
ſervice, “ be thou faithful unto death, and I 


* will give thee a crown of life.“ Now, 


having received ſo gracious a promiſe, and, a- 


nimated by it, having continued “ faithful 


“ unto death,” he was perſuaded, that, when 
driven hence, with ignominy, by his cruel 
perſecutors, his maſter would receive him to 
his heavenly kingdom, and there place on his 


head, the promiſed crown. And well might 
he rejoice in the proſpect of this crown, a 


crown, that far, infinitely far exceeded the 
brighteſt and richeſt diadem that ever encircled 


and adcrned any mortal head; “ a crown of 
life,“ a © crown of glory,” an “ incorrup- 
„ tible” « untading crown * ,” to the poſſeſ- 
ſion of which is annexed, or (to ſpeak more 
properly) which denotes and conſiſts 3 in the en- 


joyment of the ſublimeſt dignity, and molt ſa- 


tisfying Aae vs 


„„ (2dly,) 


2 Rev. xix. 12, 16. 5 Rev. 11. 10. 
> - James i. 13. Pet. W 4. 1 Cor, ix, 25. 
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pected to receive was a crown of righteouſ- 
« neſs.” The crowns of earthly princes, the 
ſons of ambition and blood, are too often 


crowns of wickedneſs, crowns unjuſtly obtain- 


ed, and unjuſtly ſupported, obtained by fraud, 


or violence, and ſupported by oppreſſion and 
cruelty ; but thecrown, which our humble and 
holy àpoſtle had in his eye, and hoped ſhortly 


to have placed on his head, was a crown of 
e righteouſneſs;” * there is,” ſays he, laid up 


for me, a crown of righteouſneſs.” An epithet 


this, which is given to that crown with the 
utmoſt propriety : for, it is a crown which was 


purchaſed by righteouſneſs, even by the all- 


perfect and meritorious righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, * who was made fin for us, tho' he 


« knew no fin, that we might be made the 
* righteouſneſs of God in him *;” a crown, 
which is promiſed, to thoſe that are made 
righteous, and walk in the ways of holy obe- 
dience ; a crown, which will be beſtowed as a 


reward of righteouſneſs, © a reward not of debt, 


but of grace, „ for by grace are we ſaved, 
„ through faith, and that not of ourſelves, it is 
e the gift of God; not of works, leſt any man 


« ſhould boaſt*;” a crown, the gift of which 
will evince and proclaim the righteouſneſs of 


God, his faithfulneſs to his Son who obtained 
it, and his faithfulneſs to his people, to whom, 
he has promiſed it; and, in a word, a crown, 
which will be poſſeſſed, by once guilty and ſin- 
ful creatures made perfectly righteous, ** be- 
5 . 1566.00... i8-aalgine 


* 2 Cor, v. 21. » Rom, iv, 4. e Eph, 1 9. 


(adly.) The crown which the Apoſtle ex- 
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„holding the face of God in righteouſneſs, 


and ſatisfied with his“ compleat © likeneſs*.” 
Now a crown, which 1s in all theſe and the 
like reſpects, a crown of righteouſneſs,” 


how immenſe muſt be its value ! how tranſ- 


cendent its glory! and how vaſt the honour 
and felicity of the man, who ſhall receive and 


wear it, for ever! Moreover, 


(3dly.) The crown which the Apoſtle ex- 


pected to receive was a crown * laid up for 
„him.“ He was not as yet put into the actual 
poſſeſſion of it, but he was an heir to it, and as 
Gre of receiving it, as if he already had it; for 


it was got ready for him, kept in reſerve, and 


kept in ſafety, and therefore, he here calls it, 


* a crown laid up for him.“ And this it was 


in ſeveral ſenſes. It was a crown * laid up,” 
in the gracious eternal purpoſe of his heavenly 
father, who ordained him to inherit it; in 
the meritorious death and powerful interceſ- 
ſion of Jeſus his ſurety and advocate, who pur- 
chaſed it for him with his blood, and interced- 
ed that it might be given to him; in the faith- 


ful word of promiſe, which aſſured him of it; 


and in the upper celeſtial world, where he was 


to receive and wear it. And it was a crown 


there laid up “ for him,” a crown which 
was prepared for and allotted to him in parti- 

cular, as a peculiar favourite of heaven, and 
an eminently faithful ſervant of Chriſt. Now, 

was the crown which the Apoſtle expected, 

thus © a crown laid up for him,” he had, in 
fs : Os 


s Pſalm xvii. 15. 
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E 
conſequence of this, moſt ſubſtantial reaſons 
for his rejoicing and triumphing in the pro- 
ſpect of it, for he was certain, that it could 
not be loſt, he was ſure of attaining to the 


poſſeſſion of it, and might juſtly infer, that it 
was an exceeding,” as well as “ an eternal 


« weight of glory*.” Add to this, 
(Athly.) The crown which the Apoſtle had 


in his eye, he expected to receive, from the 


| © hands of the Lord, the righteous judge.” 
By * the Lord” here ſpoken of, is meant the 
Lord Jeſus, who is advanced to the go- 
vernment of the world, and made Lord 


*« of all. And Juſtly is he here further 
ſtiled, the judge, and “ the righteous judge,” 
for © the Father judgeth no man, but hath 


committed all judgment unto” him * the 
„ Son *,” and as he is infinitely righteous. in 
himſelf, ſo he will judge the world in righte- 
„ ouſneſs, and the people with equity *.” 
Now, ſpeaking of the crown, which he hoped 
to receive, the Apoſtle here ſays, © ce the Lord, 
60 * he righteous judge will give it me;” that 


33 ſhall receive it from Jeſus my great 


= 0s 93 He, with his own gracious hand, 
will reach it out to me, and place it on 
„ my head. He, purchaſed it, and he will be- 
ſtow it. I ſhall receive it from him as my 
judge. He will examine into my character 


. 


* 


and conduct, and pronounce me a good and 
faithful ſervant. And in thus awarding me 


* 


cc 


e 2 Cor: iv. 17 A x. 30. 4. John v. 22. Pial; xv! 


my crown, he WII perform. thc office of a 
4e dean 


411. 9. 


16 ] 
te righteous judge, as well as act the part of a 
ce gracious maſter.” Nor is it at all to be 
wondered at, that, the Apoſtle takes this par- 
ticular notice of theſe circumſtances, and ſeems 
to mention them with ſo much delight, for he 


well knew, that his gracious maſter, when he 


gave him his crown, would beſtow it with a 
moſt hearty good-will, and in a manner ex- 


treamly endearing, with a ſmiling countenance 
and an approving volce ; that it would be in 


his eyes, ſo much the more precious, for com- 
ing from ſo beloved and kind a hand; that his 


beſtowing it upon bim in the character of a 
righteous judge, would reflect upon him the 


greateſt honour, and make his crown ſhine ſo 
much the brighter; and, that his receiving it 
from him in 10 immediate a manner, would 
afford him an immediate opportunity of caſting 


it before his throne, in a way of devout adora- 
tion and homage, and of aſcribing to him all 
the glory of it. F urther, 


(5thly.) The Apoſtle alſohere ſpecifies oh the 


*« time, when he ſhould receive his expected 


crown; the Lord,” ſays he, © the righteous 
judge ſhall give it me at that day,” meaning 
the day of his death, and the day of his reſur- 


rection. He expected to receive this crown in 


part at the day of his death. He knew, that as 
ſoon as he was “ abſent from the body, he 
ſhould be preſent with the Lord, * preſent 


with him in paradiſe; and ſhould there be put 


into Poſſefſion of all the] Joys and honours, of that 


ſeparate, 


2 LY v. 2. 
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ſeparate, glorious, and bliſsful ſtate. Hence he 
« defired to depart,” and longed for the day of 
his diſſolution, that he might go © to be with 
« Chriſt, which is far better. But, though 


he had this day in his eye, yet at the ſame 


time, he ſtretched his view far beyond it, and 
expected to receive his crown, in a manner 


ſtill more full and compleat at the day of his 
reſurrection. And this in fact was the day, to 
which he here principally refers. He was go- 
ing to reſign up his body, to be mangled by 


his bloody perſecutors, and become the prey 
of greedy worms, but he knew, that his 


« Redeemer lived, and ſhould ſtand at the 
latter day upon the earth *.” Then was his 


e vile body,” to be quickened, and “ chang- 
« ed, and faſhioned like unto the glorious 
body of Jeſus ;®” he was then in his com- 
pleat nature to ſtand before his judge, with 


Wh 


A 


Full acceptance ; and then was the judge, in 
the preſence of the aſſembled univerſe, to 
give him his crown, and place it with marks 


of diſtinguiſhed honour on his head, advancing 


him, in his whole man, to a ſtate of the moſt 
conſummate dignity and happineſs, that ſhall 
never end. Looking forward to this ge 


ing day, the Apoſtle might well call it, 


of diſtinction and eminence, * that 47 5 of 


it was the day, on which his eye and his heart 
were very much ſet ; a day, with a view to 


which, he had been diligently careful to im 
prove all his paſt days, ever ſince he “ had 
* * known the grace of God in truth ;*” and, 
„% og v ben 
— * Phit i. 23. 1 Job. xix. 25. m Phil. iii. 21. » Col. i, 6, 
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when it comes, it will be a day indeed ! the 
moſt grand and illuſtrious day that ever dawn- 
ed on our world ; a day of ineffable glory, of 


inconceivable joy, of unutterable terror. Once 
8 


(6thly. ) The Apolile t took a divine pleaſure 
in reflecting, that a crown, like to that, which 
he expected to receive, © ſhall be given at that 
"ON day, to all them that now love the Redeem=-_ 
n appearing.” So excellent is the ſpirit 


S* 


and genius of our holy religion, that, when it 


takes poſſeſſion of a man, it ſubdues within 


him the baſe principle of ſelf, and inſpires his 
heart with ſacred love; with a love not only 
to God and Chriſt, but to all his fellow-crea- 


tures, and eſpecially his fellow chriſtians, 


which generous love engages him to deſire, and 


rejoice in their advancement, and happineſs, as 
well as in his own. How illuſtrious an in- 
| tance of this, have we here in the bleſſed A- 


poſtle! While he viewed, with tranſporting 


delight, the crown of righteouſneſs which was 
laid up for himſelf, he felt his holy heart over- 
flow with love to all his fellow diſciples, and 
o excite and animate every reader, to act the 
part which he had acted, he declares, that the 
crown which he expected to receive, was not 
a bleſſing that ſhould be granted to him only, 
| but given at the ſame time, unto all them alſo _ 
that love the Redeemer's appearing, that is, to 


all real Chriſtians of every place, age, and 


rank, who believe that Chrift will come again, 
and who, influenced by a a firm perſuaſion of 
this, 
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2 this, take pains to prepare for his coming, de- , 
3 fire it, and long for it, and rejoice in the pro- [ 
3 ſpect of it, as a moſt * bleſſed hope, as well as | 
3 a moſt © glorious appearing.*” And this, of | 
. having others and many to ſhare with him, 1 
in the promiſed crown of righteouſneſs, was ö 

1 a thought with which it was natural for ſo 1 
good a man as the Apoſtle to pleaſe and delight —& | 
'* himſelf; and that upon his own account, as f 
well as on the account of others: for he con 
47 | ſidered that all who ſhould ſhare with him, in [ 
: the great future reward, would add to his hap- 
. Ne 8 . - 1 

pineſs, by their delightful ſociety and con- 1 

verſe, and aid him in paying for ever, in ſtrains _ | 

the moſt exalted and rapturous, that immenſe. [ 

debt of gratitude, which he owed to the infi- | 

nitely gracious author of all his expected dig- x 

nity and happineſs ; their ten thouſand times \ 

ten thouſand hearts and tongues all joining | 

with his, in “ ſaying, blefling, honour, glo- 1 

ry, and power be unto him that ſitteth upon | 

the throne, and unto the lamb for ever, and 4 
oper,” - ors 

_ Having thus illuſtrated in their order, the i 

ſeveral particulars contained in both the two 9 

general branches of which the text conſiſts, it 1 

now remains to cloſe with ** an improvement 1 

of them, ſuitable to the preſent ſolemnity.” 

And here, I might take occaſion, to obſerve, | 
how unqueſtionably true! and how divinely | 
© excellent is the religion of Jeſus!” It was | 
this, that by the force of its evidence, and the | 
pover of its grace, converted the penman of 1 
[ FEI 2. Tit. 11. 13- Rev. v. 13. | 


God! rcommandmentewith enlarged hearts“; 


( 20 ] 


the text, from a bigoted furious perſecutor, 


into ſo faithful and zealous an Apoſtle : it was 
this, that, by the future glorious proſpects 
which it opened to his view, enabled this holy 


man ſo to triumph over the terrors of a bloody 


martyrdom. And the religion that could 4 
the one and the other of theſe, how convincing 
muſt be its truth ! how conſtraining its influ- 


ence | and how tranſcendently excellent its 


nature ! How thankful Sirs, ſhould we be, that 
we have in our hands, the ſacred records of ſo 


divine a religion! How fervently ſhould we 


pray, that we may all experience its transform=. 
ing power upon our hearts! And how reſolute- 
ly ſhould we hold faſt the profeſſion of it! 

But from what has been ſaid, we may fur- 
ther learn, © what it is to be rea] Chriſtians, 
and the vaſt importance of that attainment.” 
To be Chriſtians in truth, is to renounce the 


| ſervice of the fleſh, the world, and the devil, 


and wage war againſt them; to © enter in at 
te the ſtrait gate %,” and © run in the way of 
and to become ſervants to Chriſt, and act the 
part of faithful ſervants : for all this, the 
Apoſtle in the text aſſures us, he had been en- 
abled, through grace, to do, and he therein 

ſpeaks of himſelf, not barely as an Apoſtle, 


but as a Chritian, Now, tho' to be Chriſtians 


in name and profeſſion only, is 2 mean and 
worthleſs thing, yet thus to be Chriſtians in- 


deed, is an attainment of the higheſt exccllency 
and importance: For, while the real Chriſtian 


5 fights 


4 Matt. vi. 13. | r Pal. cxix. 325 


p TH -2x5 . 9 1 
277777 
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OS 
«« fights the good fight of faith,” «< runs with 


«« patience the race which is ſet before him,” 
and © holds faſt the profeſſion of his faith *, 


 « there is laid up for him a crown of righte- 
“ ouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 


« judge ſhall give him at that day ;” and this 


crown, this bright, this weighty, this immor- 
tal crown, when he receives it, will make 


him an infinite amends for all his preſent la- 
bours and ſufferings, _ 8 


What folly then what horrid folly ! are 
e they guilty of, that treat this crown, and 
e the appointed method of ſecuring it, with ne- 


e glect and contempt ; and yet alas! with this 


« folly, what multitudes are chargeable! ” All 
unconverted finners are guilty of it, and theſe 
_ conſtitute the bulk of mankind ; for every one 
of this wretched character, far from copying af- 
ter the noble example ſet him in the text, acts a 


part quite the reverſe. He is a willing ſlave to 
the fleſh, the world, and the devil, fights againſt 
God and Chriſt and his own ſoul, runs with 
full career © in the broad way which leadeth 
© to deſtruction*',” and holds faſt his fins, and 
will not let them go, even tho' divine mercy _ 
itſelf calls after him, and ſays in the moſt 
melting ſtrains, © turn thou, turn thou, for 
«© why wilt thou die?” But tell me, ſin- 
ner, thou that art acting this ſad part, is 
not death on his march towards thee ? and 
will he not ſoon, very ſoon meet with thee ? 
and when he approaches, and with his grim 


ghaſtly 


8 1 Tim. vi. 12. Heb. xii. 1. Heb. ix. 23. Matt. vii. 13. 
Exck. Xxxiii. 41. 5 ED, 
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E 92-1 
ghaſtly viſage ſtares thee in the face, what 
wilt thou ſay ? what wilt thou do? Ah! how 
different, how widely different will be thy re- 
flections then from thoſe of the real Chriſtian |! 5 
"| how calm and peaceful his! but how awful 
#i and diſtreſſing thine ! When the real Chriſti- 
an is called upon, “ to walk through the dark 
valley of the ſhadow of death, *” he will be 
1 able, if his faith is in lively exerciſe, and if his 
Þ God ſmiles upon his foul, to look back with 
comfort, and to look forward with joy. He 

will look back, and ſay, « I have fought a 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I 
| « have kept the faith ;” and he will look for- 

1 ward and add,“ henceforth, there is laid up |. 
2] ins for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the | 

* Lord, the Fgnteous judge will give me in 7 
$i | that day. But the wretched ſinner, when 4 

1 he is arreſted by death, which way can he look L: 

Ba for relief in ſo gloomy and diſtreſſing an hour? 

Alas! whether he looks backwards or for- 
wards, he can behold nothing but guilt, con- 
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4 f fuſion, and horror. If he looks back, he is 

1 forced to cry out, “alas I have forgotten 

10 « God my Maker, I have rejected Je- 

105 « ſus the Saviour, 1 have done deſpite to [4 
1 the ſpirit of grace, I have neglected the | 
1 immortal intereſt of my precious ſoul, I | 
. | 5 « have miſpent all my time and ſtrength in the 
* «« ſervice of the fleſh, the world, and the devil, 
1 and now my day is paſt and gone, never to 
1 « he recalled.” And if he looks forward, he 5 
1 | ſees, ah wretched creature! what does he fee? |. 
NS = _ horrible tremendous fight! a flaming tribu- | 
FLY nal! 


* Pſal. xxiif. 4. 5 Ifa, H. 13. 2 Heb x. 29. 
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1 
nal ! an angry frowning judge! and « the 
“ hlackneſs of darkneſs for ever !*” 

Well, Sirs, are theſe things ſo ? “Oh! how 
cc nearly does it concern us ſeriouſly to enquire 
« into our ſtate towards God, and diligently 
«< examine what we are ! Whether Chriſtians in 
« truth, or unconverted ſinners? © To whom 
« do we yield ourſelves ſervants to obey ? for 


« his ſervants we are to whom we obey, whe- 
4 ther of fin unto death, or of obedience unto 
« righteouſneſs. If thy conſcience tells thee, 
O man! that thou art a ſtranger to the Chri- 
ſtian character, and yet in thy fins, in this 
caſe, how awful and dangerous is thy ſtate 
before God! and how much is it thy in 
tereſt to haſten out of it, without delay! ka 
to make earneſt ſupplication for that grace, 
Which alone can deliver thee ! But, if we have 
„ good hope thro grace, that we are Chri- 
ſtians indeed, what glorious encouragement 
have we, to preſerve. that character, and con- 
ſtantly to maintain it. Our work indeed is hard 
and laborious, and great oppoſition lies in our 
way, but, remember, Sirs, the crown, the crown 
that is laid up for you, look to that. See how 
bright it ſhines, and let the animating proſpect 
excite and conſtrain you to perſiſt in © fighting“ 
oy running,” and “ holding faſt, without Wa- 
_« vering, the Chriſtian Profeſſion, even © to 
©. the eüd . 


This crown, which, at preſent, we have waly 


in hope, our Chriſtian brethren who have died 
« inthe Lord,“ have now in poſſeflion, and 


En in 
* Jude ver. 3. Rom. vi. 16. © 2 Theſ. ii. 16. 
* Heb, x. 27. e Matt. x, 22. (Rev. xiv. 13. 
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in conſequence of that, « how great is their 
te bleſſedneſs ] Their warfare is accompliſhed, 
their race is finiſhed, and their joy compleated. 

This, we have abundant reaſon to conclude, 


is now * the happy caſe, of our deceaſed bro- 


« ther, the Rev“. Mr. David Parry, late paſtor 
« of the church of Chriſt, which ſtatedly aſ- 
ce ſembles in this place.” He was one, who, 


like good Obadiah, * feared the Lord from his 


« youth.“ In his early days, he devoted him- 
ſelf to the ſervice of the ſanctuary, and, that he 


might be the better qualified for ſo important 
a ſervice, went through a courſe of ſtudies, in 
a diſſenting ſeminary of learning in his native 
country, the principality of Wales. As a Mi- 


niſter, he was not indeed poſſeſſed of that po- 
pular gift of utterance, which ſome are endow- 


ed with, but, in other reſpects, he was a man 
of no mean talents. He was well acquainted 
with the holy ſcriptures, had a deep inſight in- 
to their meaning, and an uncommonly happy 


method of unfolding their connection and ſenſe. 


He was {ſtrictly “ found in the faith;*” a 
thorough Calviniſt in doctrine, an indepen- | 
dent in diſcipline, and a very evangelical, ex-= 
perimental, practical preacher. He had on | 
his heart a ſerious, lively, ſanctifying impreſ- 
fon of that goſpel, which he preached to o- 


thers ; and hence it was, that he taught by ex- 
ample as well as precept, ** adorning the doo- 


« trine of God his Saviour *” with a becoming 
convertation. b 
4 e i en Mp 


f 2 Kings xviii. 12. & Titus i. 13, Titus ii. 10. 
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In the courſe of his miniſtry, and particular- 


ly towards the latter part of it, he met with 


many very afflictive trials. His conſtitution 


was, for ſeveral years, quite infirm and diſor- 
dered, and the various complicated diſeaſes 


which at laſt ſeized upon it, and iſſued in his 
death, were very lingering and tedious, long un- 
fitted him for his work, and put him for weeks 


together to the moſt excruciating pain. While 


| theſe diſorders were coming upon him, and 
when he was conflicting with the heavy bur- 
den of them, an attempt was made, and per- 
ſiſted in, to divide and ſcatter the intereſt un- 

der his care, by ſetting up an oppoſite meeting 
in this town. * It was, as made in ſuch circum- 


ſtances, an attempt very unneighbourly, unbro- 


therly, 


*I cannot help here taking occaſion to obſerve, how diametri- 


cally oppoſite the attempt above referred to, was to the conduct of 

the inſpired penman of the text, in the diſcharge of his miniſtry. 
HFle that fo nobly “ fought the good fight,“ fo well „ finiſhed 
* his courſe,” and fo zealouſly kept the faith,” with a gene- 


roſity and modeſty truly amiable, in the execution „ even of the 


v apoſtolic office,“ ſtudiouſly declined entering into“ another 


« man's line,” or © building upon another man's foundation :” 


and next to the perfe& example of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, there 1s 
1 apprehend, no pattern in all reſpects more deſerving the imita- 
tion of the preachers of the goſpel, than that of this great Apoſtle. 
Now, he ſays (2 Cor. x. 13, &c.) „But we will not boaſt of 


« things without our meaſure, but according to the meaſure of the 
© rule, which God hath diſtributed to us, a meaſure to reach 


' ſure, as though we reached not unto you; for we are come as 
© far as to you alſo, in preaching the goſpel of Chriſt: not 

| boaſting of things without our meaſure, that is, of other mens 
labours, but having hope when your faith is increaſed, that we 


hall be enlarged by you, according to our rule abundantly, to 


«« preach the goſpel in the regions beyond you, and not to boaſt 


in another man's line of things made ready to our hand,” On 


this paſſage the judicious Mr. Cradock, one of my honoured pre- 
deceſſors in this place, mares the following remark. Though 


« the 


even unto you, For we ſtretch not ourſelves beyond our mea- 


E007. 
therly, unchriſtian, mean, and inhuman. All 
ſober good men, of every denomination, called it 
ſhametu!, as adding affliction to the afflicted, and 
«« perſecuting him whom God had ſmitten and 
| « wounded ' ;“ eſpecially as there could be 
18 no pretence for making the attempt, on a reli- 
gious account, fince the goſpel had long been 
| and was ſtil] preached here, in its truth, purity, 
and power. CE es al Ls 
But under the various and trying afflictions 
4 which he met with, our deceaſed brother was 
9 grcatly ſupported. He experienced, in the 
9 midſt of them, the ſweet and ſtrong con- 
1 ſolat ions of the goſpel, “the peace of God 
| nn "15:00 06 RON 
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* the Apoſtles had commiſſion to preach unto all nations, yet 
they betook themſelves unto ſeveral parts, and were careful 
rot to interrupt or hinder one another, nor to enter upon one 
{| © another's labours; but, * the falſe Apoſtles” ranged where 
1 | „they liſted, and arrogated to themſelves the converſion of thoſe, 
14 « where the true Apoſtles had before planted the faith.” (Cra- 
1 dock's Apoſtolical Hiſtory, p. 207.) The ſame Apoſtle (in Rm. 
5 xv. 18, 20.) expreſſes himſelf thus, © I will not dare to ſpeak of 5 
any of thoſe things, which Chriſt hath not wrought by me, to 
e make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, Yea, ſo have 1 
«© {rived to preach the goſpel, not where Chriſt was named, leſt. 
* I thould build upon another man's foundation.“ On which 
| paſſage, a celebrated expoſitor, no leſs eminent for his piety, and 
candor, than for his fine abilities, has this obſervation, in a note. 
Probably, in mentioning this, the Apoſtle may glance 1 | 
<« thoſe “ falſe Apoſtles,” who crept into churches which he had 
«© planted, and endeavoured to eſtabliſh their own reputation and 
influence there, by alienating the hearts of his own converts 
e from him, their ſpiritual father; while, like ſome in our own 
days, who have trod moſt exactly in their footſteps, they built 
< on his grand, and noble foundations, an edifice of wood and 
hay and ſtubble.“ (Doddridge's Family Expoſitor in Loc. note 
b). The paſſages above quoted, with theſe juſt and pertinent 
remarks upon them, are earneſtly recommended to the ſerious 
- conſideration of the Rev. Mr. G———— of W-—, a place not 
far diſtant from Thaxted. „%% 
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« which paſſeth all underſtanding keeping his 


heart and mind thro' Chriſt Jeſus *.” He 


had a good hope of his intereſt in Chriſt, and 


in a chearful well-grounded proſpect of eter- 
nal glory, was not at all afraid of death, 
but triumphed over it. When he requeſted 
me to preach | his funeral ſermon, and was 
aſked concerning the hope that was in him, he 


made, with tears in his eyes, this modeſt but 
: chearful reply, Into thine hand I commit 


« my ſpirit, thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord 


God of truth; and, once, when he thought 
himſelf dying, he cried out; O death, where 
is thy ſting ? O grave, where is thy victory? 


6 


N 


the ſting of death is ſin, and the ſtrength of 


„ ſin is the law; but thanks be to God Who 
Bs hath given me the victory, through our 


Lal 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ”” _ 
But it ſhould be our aim and buſineſs in fi 


neral diſcourſes, not to praiſe the dead, but 
attempt the edification of the living ;” and 


therefore to “ the living” I ſhall now addreſs 
myſelf. 


1 ſincerely ſympathize with © the mourn- 


ing widow of my deceaſed friend and bro- 


e ther,” In him, Madam, you have loſt a 


good huſband ; but, tho' your huſband is dead 
and gone, your God liveth, and he ſays, Let 
„ thy widows truſt in me,“ and has promiſ- 
ed to be © the judge” and the huſband . of 
* the widow, in his holy habitation“:“ on 
him then * who careth for you, caſt all your 
n Care.. 
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x Phil, iv. 7. Pfal. xxxi. 5. n 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. 
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It is with much compaſſion, that I look on 
% the now fatherleſs children, of the dear de- 


* ceaſed.” In him, you, my young friends, 


have loſt a tender and affectionate parent, 
who © brought you up in the nurture and ad- 
© monition of the Lord.!“ Oh! remember 


the inſtructions and warnings, which he gave 


you; keep in view the example, which he ſet 
you; and now make choice of your father's 


God, to be your God. Let each of you, from 
this time, call upon him, and ſay, thou art 
© my father, be thou the guide of my youth; 
and know for your encouragement, that the 


Lord has engaged to be the“ father of the fa- 


« therleſs,” and to © take you up,” now © when 


„your earthly parent has forſaken you.“ 
I likewiſe pity * the bereaved congregation 


« and widowed church,” who are now *© as 


« ſheep having no ſhepherd, but, you know, 


brethren, that though the under ſhepherds are 


mortal and die, he who is © the chief,” the 


great, and “ the good ſhepherd of the ſheep,"” 


1s theeternal God, and lives for ever. On Him 
is the care of all the churches, and he ſupplies 
them, from age to age, with “ paſtors and 


„ teachers. To Him, then, in your preſent 
deſtitute circumſtances, let your hearts and eyes 


be directed, and be earneſt in prayer, that he 


may give you another * paſtor according to 
„ his heart, who ſhall feed you with Know- 


„ ledge and underſtanding,” * 5 
Rs I highly 


« Eph. vi. 4. „ Jer. fi. g. * Pal. Ixvili. 5. Pfal, xxvil. 10. 


1 Matth. ix. 30. 1 Pet. v. 3. John x. 11. Eph. iv. 11. 
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I highly commend you Sirs, for your general 
firm adherence to your late paſtor, when at- 
tempts were made to draw you away from 
him, and, as a fincere well-wiſher to your in- 
tereſt, I earneſtly exhort, and beſeech you, now 
to continue ſtedfaſt to one another. Be ye 
knit together, as one man“, and let none 
of you give the leaſt encouragement, of any 
kind, to the attempts that are ſtill made, or 
may be further made to divide and ſcatter you. 
The deſign is plainly this, by dividing, to ruin 
your intereſt, and erect, on its ruins, an intereſt 
of a different kind: And will any of you, be 
ſo fooliſh and baſe, as to lend your aſſiſtance, 
to the accompliſhment of ſuch a deſign ? 
I am warranted to aſſure you, that your 

friends of the independent denomination have 

the preſervation of your intereſt much at heart, 
and will do all that lies in their power, to ſup- 

port and provide for it; and if you do but ſtand 

ſtedfaſt, and © quit yourſelves like men, I 
make not the leaſt queſtion of your being well | 
pr rovided for, in due time. 

Lour late worthy paſtor laboured among 
you for the ſpace of thirty-three years; nor 
were his labours in vain. He was to ſome of 
you * a ſpiritual father,, and to others of 

you © an helper of your faith and joy, and, 

though now, he here lies dead before you, yet, 
* even in death, he {till ſpeaketh*, and ad- 
dreſſes you, methinks, in this language, e 
8 *. followers of me, as 1 Was of Chriſt,“ 


and 


2 judg. xx. 11 2 1 Cor. xvi. 13. b 1 Cor. iv. 15. 
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88 proof of our miniſtry. 


2-3 


te and the things which ye have learnt, and re- 
« ceived, and heard, and ſeen in me, do, and 


e the God of peace ſhall be with you. 


Attend then, Sirs, to this folemn and in- 


ſtructive charge; and if any of you have for- 


merly neglected to hear your late miniſter 


from this pulpit, hear him, Oh! now hear 
him, in the ſolemn and awakening form of 
death, in which your eyes now behold him. 


But does not our deceaſed brother ſpeak in 
an eſpecial manner to © us miniſters ?” and is 
not the language which he ſpeaks to us, this ? 
„ Fight the good fight,” hold on and “ finiſh 
« your courle,” and with all diligence * keep 
the faith.” All this, through the grace of the 
Lord Jeſus, I have been enabled to do, and 


«© now I have received my crown, and a like 
« crown awaits each of you, and ſhall be 
given you at that day, if you continue faith- 


„ ful unto death.” Let us then, my dear and 
honoured brethren, hearken to this language, 


which a brother in death ſpeaks to us, and let 


us be animated by it, to“ preach the word, 


„to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to 
* reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- 
« ſuffering and doctrine;“ to © watch in all 
« things, to indure afflictions, and make full 


1 


Vea, there is a voice in the preſent n 


ty to © all, whom either curioſity, or ſome bet- 
„ ter motive, may have brought hither, this 
« day, to be ſpectators of it.” And what it 
g fays to you, Sirs, 1 is this: The fathers, where 


2 e are 
© 1 Cor. xi, I. Phil. iv. 9. £ 2 Tim. i iv. 2, 5. 


E 
cc are they? and the prophets, do they live 
for ever ?? © It is appointed unto all men 
« once to die, © and there is no diſcharge in 
« that war; expect therefore the ſolemn 
** event, and give all diligence to get ready for 
e it. Lifton then, Sirs, to theſe important 
inſtructions, let them ſink deep into all your 
hearts, and ſince a vaſt eternity lies before you, 
and death, the folemn paſſage to that awful 
ſtate, is faſt a proaching towards you all, and 
may be near, very near to ſome of you, dare 
not loiter any longer. Be up and doing, and 
make this your great aim and ſtudy, ** to WIN 
« Chriſt, and to be found in him; *” for in him 
alone is ſalvation. It is his blood alone that 
can waſh away your guilt; it is his righteouſ- 
neſs alone that can juſtify your perſons; and it 
is his grace alone that can renew and fſanctify 
your Natures, 
And let thoſe of us, =O. have: been en- 
abled to © receive Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord, 
walk in him; rooted and built up in him, 
„ and eſtabliſhed in the faith, as we have 


0. 


f «been taught, abounding therein with thankſ- 


giving; that fo, when death is ſent to call 
us hence, we may be able to adopt, to the praiſe 
of the Redeemer's grace, as well as to our own 
abundant comfort, the triumphant language 
of the text, each of us ſaying, perhaps with 
cold and quivering lips, but with a Heart full of 
lively hope, and tranſporting joy, © I have 
* fought a good fight, I have ted my _ 
be courſe, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
e ert 


Zech. 5 55 n Heb, ix. 27. ! Eccl. viii. 8. 
* Phil. iii. 8, 9. -& Col. ii. 8, 2. | 


Arte 
1 


them allo, that love his 
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5 
« there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſ- 


| & neſs, which the Lord the righteous judge 
„ ſhall give me in that day, and not to me 
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